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_ FeLLOow bin, : x 


Cauſe * the Ne- 


c BE ceſſity of this Ad- 
drreſs to you, (with-. 
out making any further Apolo- 


Y) 


[6] 


gy) to endeavour to rouze you 
out of the Lethargy you have 
too many Years lain under, vix. 
Of ſleeping over the Election 
of our Cytzr MaGisTRATE; 
by which Indolence, (tho' we 
have hitherto eſcaped) yet have 
we expos d to the utmoſt Ha- 
zard, the moſt valuable Liber- 
ty that has for Ages paſt been 
tranſmitted to us by our An- 
ceſtors, and thro' their Forti- 
tude been explain d in our ſe- 
veral Charters, viz. Our un- 
doubred Right of choofi ing to our 
Io 4 Lerd Mayor, which 

Night 


A 
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Right we have for ſeveral Years 

given up, and conſequently 
betray d the Sacred Truft re- 
pos'd in us, as by the Charter 
undermention'd appears. 


18 Ti! 221 40 l 
I hope, Fellow Citizens, I 
ſhall not be miſunderſtood by 
any, as attempting to diſturb 
the Peace of the City; No, 
far be it from my Thoughts; 
and ſuch a Suggeſtion can 
come from none but thoſe, who 
would be willing to transfer our 
Choice into other Hands. 1 
hops therefore, you 11 be con- 
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vinc'd, That by perſevering in 
our Liberty as tranſmitted 
down to us, we take the moſt 
effectual Step to ſupport and 
preſerve the Peace and Well 


fare of the City, which! in Duty 


and Conſcience we are bound 


to on? __ the Sake ** Poſte: | 


ow 3 

p 31 70 s 1 — 74 
: But it may be a F by: ſoine 
who have little Regard for its 


Welfare, Why mult we at this 
Time be reminded of our Du⸗ 


ty ꝰ Or, Is it not to gratify 


ſome particular unreaſonable 
˖ 5 | | hs ? 
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Pique? The ſame Queſtion may 
be. ask'd our Legiſlators, who 
ſhall at any Time «enforce the 
Las againſt any particular 
_ growing Vice; if therefore we 
ever intend to amend, there 
muſt he ſome Time fix d when 
we reſolve to begin; and were 
we to omit it now, the ſame 
Queſtion may be ask d the next 
e 0 _ ſo on, ad amen, 


1 hunibly a chat 
as Repentance ought not to 
be deferr'd, the preſent Time 
8 n not be neglected of 
14915 9 choofs ing 
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chufing for ourſelves; Let us 


not be intimidated at any Cla- 
mours that may be rais'd by 


thoſe who may find their Ac- 
count in it. For if we open 


our Eyes, and view with Im- 
partiality, the Conduct and Cha- 


racter of the Alderman next 


the Chair, and approve his 


VHirtue and Integrity, as a Le- 
giſlator and a Magiſtrate, no 
doubt he will be the Perſon 


return d, and we ſatisfy'd in 
our Choice as free Agents, with 
-ſuch a Review: But were it 
t ever to happen a Perſon of a dif- 


ferent 


L111 


ferent Character ſhould be next 


the Chair, how can we recon- 
cile Cuſtom to ſuch a Choice; 
which might endanger the Li- 
bertfes of the City, and which 
will always be our Duty to pre- 
vent? Let us think ſeriouſly of 
it, and not too late, repent. | 


How melancholy a Conſi- 
deration is it, to think of the 
few who look back to copy 
after their Anceſtors, that they 
are unacquainted with the ſa- 
cred Legacy left them; but 
content themſelves with going 
B 2 an- 
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annually to. Guild Hall, like 
Pariſh Clerks, to fay Ainen to 
the hereditary indefeizable Suc- 
ceſſion to the Chair. 


To ſuppbrt what I have ad- 


vanc'd, I beg leave to quote 


the Words in the Charters of 
King John, Henry the 3d, Ed- 


-ward the 1ſt, &c. all confirm'd 
in the Royal Charter of Charles 
the 2d, to the City of London, 


» 


vid. 
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« KNOW. Ve, That 


« we. have granted, 
and by this preſent 
6 Charter .confirm'd 
© to our Citizens in 
1 * our City of London, 
„ That they may 
chooſe to Themſelves a 
Mayor of Themſelves 
ever) Tear, who may 
* be to us Faithful, 
« Diſcreet, and Fit 
« © for the Government 


& of 
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of the City, ſo as 
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when he is choſen, 
he may be preſented 
to Us, or our Ju- 
ſtices, if we be not 
Preſent, and ſhall 
Swear to be Faith- 
ful to Us: And that 
it ſhall be Lawful 
at the End of the 
Year to amove him, 
and to ſubſtitute, or 
if they will, to re- 


mp © tain 


[15] 
4. tain him ſtill, ſo that 
he be Preſented to 
bat Eo 


The Charter, you ſee, ex- 
preſly directs us to chooſe a 
Faithful, Diſcreet Perſon for 
the Government of the City; 
(nor are we ty'd down to chooſe 
the Alderman next the Chair, 
either above or below, but we 
have the Liberty to re- chooſe 
and retain even him that ſerv'd 
us the preceding Year.) And 
uo are ſuppos'd to be the beſt 

Judges of a Perſon ſo qualify d? 
Why 
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[26] 
Why the Livery - Men only, 
whoſe Right it is, and who are 
conven'd for that Purpoſe, and 
their Judgment ought to be 
without Partiality or Prejudice. 
A Choice therefore of a diſcreet 
Perſon ſeems. to be out of the 


f Queſtion, if we never (on juſt 
Reaſons). AK an Exception to 


the late Rule, but blindly follow 


a Cuſtom lately introduc d, of 
always returning the Alderman 
next the Chair implici tly, with- 


cut enquiring into his Chara- 


Qer, or reviewing his Conduct 


as a Magiftrate. | 
I own 


1 
4 own, * on & the 
Cuſtom to be good, having a 
Tendency to the Preſervatiqn 
of Peace and, Harmony, in the 


An Exceptions. againſt 
it. For can we be too careful 
(erting Party- Prejudice aſide) 
in the Choice of a proper Per- 
ſon i into one of the greateſt Pla- 
ces of. Truſt in the Kingdom? 
And do we conform to the 
Charter above, in making ſuch 
a Choice Hereditary, when we 
are firſt directed to fix on a 

C Faitb- 


Tas) 
Faithful, Diſcreet Man, '&c. 
which I hope will be allow'd, 
"without any Reflection on the 
Hotwourable Court,) may not 
always happen to be the Per- 
fort next the Chair. N ay, Does 
not the Recorder prepare” us 
for ſuch a Choice, i in a learned 
Sperch, | putſuant to the Char- 
ter, directing us to chooſe a 
Perſon! of Known Ability and 
Integrity, | well qualify d fot 
the Diſcharge" "of © fo great a 
Truſt as we are" then going % 
repoſe in Him 5. And if we were 
; always t fo follow the above Cu- 
MOT ſtom, 


[ x9 ] 


ſtom, his ba might ſave 
himſelf the Trouble of | his 
Speech, and we of our Atten- 
dance: And' the waiting on 
the Honourable Court-in their 
Formalities to St. Lawrence 8 
Church to hear a Sermon, ex- 
hibiting the Character of a ver- 
tuops Magiſtrate, and the ex- 
citing us to the Choice of ſuch 
a One; would appear to us a 
mere Farce, were we to look 
no further back than the Per- 
ſon next the Chair, Who we 
are to elect, Good or Bad. Let 

us therefore trifle with ourſelves 
S ii! 
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no longer, but ſeriouſſy weigli 
the Conſequences of it before 
it be too late, Whether we do 
not think ſuch a Place of: Truſt 
too great a Compliment to make 
to a Perſon whoſe Integrity we 
are not well ſatisfy d in? And 
how can we anſwer ſuch. a Ne- 
glect to our Poſterity? The 
Choice therefore of a judicious 
Perſon, will be the only Means: 


of preſerving the Peace of the 
City, be a Cheek on the Con- 
duct of Candidates, and the 
only Expedient we have left, 


l rewarding Virtue. We might, 
8 indeed, 


[ 21 ] 
indeed, be happy in perſeve- 
ring in the above Rule, had: 
we not recent Examples -of 
Perſons being choſen Alder- 
mien by the moſt flagrant bare- 
"at A 


Some of our Wards are ſo 

| ſmall; and too many in them 

| ſuſceptible of Bribes, that a 
Deſigning-Man with ſome other 
Afi france, which on ſuch Oc- 
caſions- is never wanting, may 
meet with no great Difficulty 
in gaining his Point; and what 

would then be the Conſe- 


quence? 


22 


quenee? Why, if ſuch a Per- 

ſon when choſen Alderman, 

ſhould (as there is very great 
Reaſon to believe he would) act 
inconſiſtent to the great Truſs | | 
repoſed in him, by betraying the 

very Liberties and Privileges of 

bis Fellow-Citizens,” which he 

| has, by his Oath ſworn to pre- | | 
'H ſerve; ſurely no Well-wiſher to 

this great Community, would 

| be aiding or aſliſting in the 

[| Choice of ſuch a One, into ſo, 

| great a Fruft, which we have, |. 
| 

| 

| 


' ſufficient Reaſon to apprehend, 
|| he would render ſubſervient to, 
. „ 
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his own private Intereſt. The 
Collective- Body of the Livery 
therefore, muſt be allow d bet⸗ 
ter Judges of the Ability of a 
Citizen for Lord Mayor, and 
tefs prejudiced or influenced, 
than a ſmall Ward (corrupted 
bs before-rnetition d ) of the in⸗ 
tegrity of a Perſon to 4} iſeharge 
the Truft of an Auer nas; 3 
Ana. ought we not do make 

4 differenee detwern a Magi 

al Who by natüfa af Step 
of Gradation 11 ſtemm md 15 
Impetuous Torrent of Corryp: - 


tion, (and * of 
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be eſteem” d by every. virtuous 


| Man,) and One, whole Hands 


may be always open to barter 
away f for * * the Liberties of 
the Community he has ſworn to 


| ſupport? And this, ſome Time 


or other will be the Caſe, un- 
* we reſolve to diſtinguiſh 
he Qualification of Perſons for 


the Diſcharge of fo great à 


Truſt; and for God: ſake why 
muſt VE delay an Enquiry of 


ſuch Moment another Year? 
Let us therefore open our Eyes, 


Let us no longer dream over an 
idle Cuſtom, but let the Ene- 
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mies to Virtue ſee, that we are 
not afraid of doing Juſtice to 
ourſelves and our Poſterity. 
And for our further Encou- 
x ragement to be careful in our 
Choice, Let us look no further 
back than to our late Magi- 
ſtrate; let us from his Con- 
duct endeavour to chooſe a 
proper Succeſſor, uninfluenc'd, 
who will not be intimidated 
from ſupporting the Welfare 
of the City; One, who will be 
careſul of conveying to us 
from Time to Time, a Know- 
ledge- of any Infringements 


D that 
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that may be attempted, on our 


Liberties; like the Beacons of 


old, and as old as the above 
Charter, to give Notice of any 
A ie : 


Let us further e That 


the Example of this Great 
Capital of our Land of Liberty, 
the City of Landon, has a great 
Influence over all Parts of the 


Kingdom: It has been the 


principal Spring in all Motions; 
even Virtue and Vice are copied 
from us; the Reaſon is ob- 


vious: The Country very juſt- 


ly 


7 


[27] 
ly looks on this City to have 
the greateſt Intereſt in the pub- 
lick Safety, to know beſt 


wherein it conſiſts, and to have 


the faireſt Opportunities of diſ- 


covering what Attacks are made 


againſt it. When any Invaſion 
upon the Liberties of the Pub- 
lick is attempted, the firſt Bea- 
con is lighted up here, to give 
Warning to all Parts of the 
Land of the approaching Dan- 


ger; Witneſs, in the Proſecu- 


tion of the late Exciſe Scheme, 


&c. From hence it has been 


. wy that no King ever 
1 D 2 proſ- 


= 3 
proſper'd, that bore hard upon 
the City: And Villiam the 
Conqueror has been falſely 
call'd ſo, fince the City oppos d 


him not in his aſcent to the 


Throne: And the Rebels in 


41 had never ſucceeded in their 
Villainy, had not the Magi- 
ſtracy of the City been cor- 
rupt. 


The many Advantages there- 


fore we enjoy, ought to keep 


us very wakeful in the Preſer- 
vation of them. We have a 
Right of being govern'd by our 


OWN 


I ml 
own Laws, and thoſe Laws 
executed by Magiſtrates of our 
own Choice: We cannot there- 
fore be too often warn'd of 
being careful in our. Choice, 
becauſe it is of the laſt Im- 
portance to all who have any 
Regard for the Happineſs and 
Welfare of the City, to be 
thoroughly inform'd, and well 
ſatisfy'd, in the Character of 
the Perſon, whom we ſhall 
think - qualify'd to _ ſo 


great a Truſt i in. 


To 


[ 30 ] 


_ Conclude, GENTLEMEN, 


| Would it not be very abſurd : 


for us to chooſe any of thoſe Per- 


ſons for a Superior Magiſtrate, 


who on a late Affair of the ut- 
moſt Importance to our Liberties 


and Trade, have voted incon- 


fiſtent to the Senſe of the whole 
City ? It is therefore our Duty 


to return two Perſons to the 


Court of Aldermen, who we 


are ſatisfy d are not ſuſceptible 
of Bribes; nor would betray 
our Liberties as before-men- 


tiond, by giving Votes con- 
trary to their Intereſt, nor evade 


by 


—— 


+ TWS 
by Fallacious Excuſes, the an- 
cient Method, and Right of 
frequently calling of Common- 
Councils; whereby we may 
have that Juſtice done us, that 
we have a Right to demand. 
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